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Abstract

The goal of this talk is to outline key psycho-spiritual features in various personal religious experiences within
Korean New Religious Movements (NRMs). In Korean NRMs, as in other religions, religious experiences are
diffused and disseminated from key persons to ordinary participants or followers. However, reports of religious
experiences among ordinary followers are usually not collected or documented systematically for research
purposes. Moreover, ordinary participants’ experience materials are too numerous to handle them in a single
paper. Therefore, this paper focuses on a comparison between four key persons’ religious experiences that have
led to the formation of NRMs in Korea: Choe, Je-u (“Eastern Learning”); Kang, Jeungsan (“Daesoonijinrihoe”);
Kwon, Shin-Chan (“Salvation Sect”); Yun, Julia (“Mary’s Ark of Salvation”). Methodologically, William James's

psychology of religion will be introduced to articulate the dynamic flow of these key persons’ religious experiences.
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Breve biografia

Chae Young Kim é professore di Scienze Religiose presso I'Universita Sogang (Seoul). | sui principali interessi di
ricerca riguardano la psicologia della religione, I'educazione religiosa e le esperienze religiose contemporanee
cosi come la loro interpretazione alla luce delle teorie di William James, Wilfred Cantwell Smith, Carl Gustav
Jung, e Bernard Lonergan. Il Professor Chae Young Kim é stato presidente dell’Associazione Coreana di Studi
Religiosi (2014-2016) ed € membro del comitato editoriale delle riviste internazionali Religion e British Journal
of Religious Education. Kim ha pubblicato svariati saggi in lingua inglese (The Heythrop Journal, The Journal of
Humanistic Psychology, Journal of Dharma, The Journal of Religion and Health). In lingua coreana & co-autore
di diversi libri nell'ambito degli studi religiosi, della psicologia e della filosofia delle religioni. Kim ha inoltre
tradotto in lingua coreana The Varieties of Religious Experience di William James e The Denial of Death di Ernest
Becker.
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