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The panel engages reasonings on religion and spirituality on the frontier of emerging technologies
investigating how religious and spiritual practices are evolving alongside the emergence of digital
technologies. This panel asks: What values, biases, and social norms do these technologies encode? Are
they used to promote equality, or to accentuate differences and deepen social, political and cultural
differences? In what ways are emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence used to contribute to or
challenge existing empirical and theoretical debates? Through concrete and diverse case studies, this panel
examines how forms of spiritual life and expression are evolving across multiple cultural and religious
contexts through their encounter with emerging technologies. From the integration of Al tools by
professional spiritual care providers in healthcare settings to the emergence of new, Al-related
eschatological imaginaries, and the global rise of digital platforms within new religious movements, this
panel explores the ways in which technology is simultaneously used to enable new forms of connection,
ritual, tradition, and meaning-making, while also raising profound ethical questions. Drawing on
interdisciplinary scholarship in the field of digital religion(s), the panellists will engage with theoretical and
empirical debates from theology, religious studies, and anthropology. In exploring their research questions,
the panellists foster constructive and critical dialogue with religious and spiritual communities, and deepen
our understanding of how faith, spirituality, and technology co-evolve in a rapidly changing world.
Ultimately, this panel invites participants to reflect on the potential role and responsibility of religion and
spirituality in (re)shaping responsible and compassionate technological futures—futures that acknowledge
both the possibilities and dangers of innovation in an increasingly connected yet divided world.
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